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ter Reading

In order to find out how much electricity your home or school is using you will need to know
how to read an electricity meter.

Meter reading is quite easy if you remember a few rules:

e The dials are like watch faces. BUT every second dial moves counter-clockwise.
* Read each dial starting from the left.
e Write the number of each dial down in the same order as the dials.

¢ If the pointer is between two numbers, always record the smaller number it has just
passed.

¢ |f the pointer seems to be pointing directly at a number, look at the next dial on the right.
If the hand on this next dial has recently passed zero, then write down the number the
first pointer was directly pointing at. If the pointer on the dial on the right is short of zero,
write down the next lower number.

Note: Some meters are marked with a x10 or x20. These meter readings should be
multiplied by 10 and 20 respectively.

What you need to do:

¢ Practice reading the meter at home or at school a few days in a row. Having an adult with
you to do this is a good idea to make sure you are reading it correctly.

¢ Go over some energy bills from home or from school and ask an adult to help you
understand how to read them.

e Check your electricity meters at home and/or at school daily for a week.
* From these readings work out the total kilowatt hours consumed daily.

e Compare your family's electricity use with others in your class.

Answer the following questions:
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